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ELIIIU DAVIS,

ATTORNEY AT LAW
riULLII'SBURG, KAN.

"Will practice in all the courts of the State.
Special attention given to collections.

A. B. IIOUCK,

ECLECTIC PHYSICIAN.
Office in City Drug Store, east side Public

Square. All calls promptly attended to day
or night.

rillLLIFSBUKG. KANSAS.

DONCARLOS & SON,

Morneys at Law. ani
.
Land Agents,

Will practice in all the courts of the Fifteenth
Judicial District. Business before the Unitedstates Land Office a specialty. I.and warrantsat reasonable rates. , Ofcice Opposite UnitedStates Land Office,-

KIKWIiT, KANSAS.

GEO. V. STINSON,

Attorney ani Counselor at Law.
Crimlnyj practice a specialty. Will givecareful attention to land matters before theUnited States Land Office. Will make collec-tions m l'billips, Smith, Rooks and is'orton

Cour.ities.

PHILLTPSBUItG, KANSAS.

V. T. S. MAY,

Attorney & Counselor at Law,
ALSO SEAL ESTATE AND CLAIM AO EXT.

Practice in the Local and United States Land
offices a specialty. Office first door south of
the United States Land office,

KJRWIN, KANSAS. -

WILLIAM BISSELL,

Mary Polite aM Real Estate Agent,
Will attend to all business before the United
.States Land Office, pay taxes, redeem landiroin tax sale, buy and sell lands on commis-
sion and furnish abstract of title to all landsin Phillips County. Office In Court-hous-

rmLLIPSBURG, KANSAS.

J. P. BERNARD,

COUNTY SURVEYOR,
KIRWIN, KANSAS,

Will do surveying at a reduction on legal
charges during the winter.

Central House,
E. ALBAUCH, Prop.
Located on the south side Public Square.
4jiood accommodations. Transients will re-
ceive the best attention. Feed stable in con-
nection.

Pliillipsburg, Kansas.

T. G. HACKLEY,

Barber and Hairdresser,
nilLLIPSBURG, KANSAS.

He is prepared to restore gray hnir to its
natural color. Al-- prepared to make false
hair, false whiskers, etc., etc.

To tiik Ladies. We are prepared to make
switches, chignons, waterfalls, curls, side
urls, puffs, frizzes and bruids. Ladies' comb-

ines made Into any shape. Call one door east
of I). A. llulings's Store.

T. G. HACKLE X.

DR. I. MILEY,

Physician and Surgeon,

MARVIN, KANSAS.

S-- Examining Surgeon of U. S. Pension-
ers. vol4n7tf

WM. BISSELL,
REAL-ESTAT- E AGENT

AND

NOTARY PUBLIC.
BUSINESS BEFORE

U. S. Lanfl Office
--A. SPEOIAIjTY

WILL PAY TAXES
For Non-Residen-

ts without
Extra Charge,

Abstracts of Title
To all Lands in Phillips County.

49LOAX8 Negotiated on Farm Property ata lxw Kate of Interest. Office in Room) 6 on
the second floor of liissell's Block, Southwestcorner Public Square,
- PHILLIPS, KANSAS.

CONFECTIONERY- -
AND

AIESf,
East Side Public Square,

PUrLIilPSBURG, - KANSAS.

WM IIEALS AT ALL HOIIES.

iGGlI Sfog!i Bigcr
J. G. GEBHART,

Proprietor.

H. 0. SPAULQIHG,

In the Post-offlc- e Building, deals la

Statiomby,
Pens, Pencils, Paper,

MEMORANDUM BOOKS,

Blank Books,

BARNES' School Books,
and all kinds of school supplies.

A choice line of CIGARS always on hand.
AarWill pay the highest cash price for

County Warrants. - -r

CITY
DRUG STORE
Drugs and Medicines, Fancy Toilet Arti-

cles and Perfumery.

PIIILLIPSBURG, KANSAS.

Pure Drugs, Medicines and
Chemicals, Paints, Oils, --

Stain, Graining:, Var-
nish and Brushes,

3NTOTIOKTS,
Tobacco and Cigars.

H. C. SPRAGUE,
U,sit Side ' Squarei -

NEW TIN SHOP.
O. BETJNER,

PRACTICAL TINNER,

PHILLIPSBURG, KAN.

Manufacturer of Tinware, and 'all kinds of
repairing done promptly.

Give him a call.
First door south of Dutton's old stand.

" A Mean Business !"
A few years since I met a gentleman,

educated for the ministry, who after a
few years came into possession, through
marriage, of a good farm on the Con-
necticut River, which had been well
managed by the father in-la- and his
brother, who owned and improved it in
common. On the death of one, the
farm and stock were divided; ami the
homestead, a good-size- d farm, with
good and convenient buildings, went to
this heir, who thought he could run it as
well as any other person. He was
young, strong and healthy, with a very
high estimate of h's ability. He tr'ed
theexper'ment. The first season he d d
not ' succeed to his expectations, al-
though he had experienced farm help-
ers; the second season satisfied him, and
he was heard to say, "Farming is a
mean business," and Waff Dnly.Too glad
to part with the farm.

The obscr-atio- of this man's experi-
ence has led me to; reflect upon what
qualifications are requisite in a practical
farmer to insure success. (Jiven, as
above, a strong, healthy body with a
good education and a good' farm,, with
all the necessary appliances of conduct-
ing it successfully--th- is is not all in
order to meet with success, or even to
make a living and not to go into debt.
Good farming involves as much thought
as any other vocation. vNo doubt had
this same man put as much thought into
his farming as he afterward, as well as
before, found" essential in' his pro-
fession, he would have met with success,
with time and practice; butcounige and
perseverance failed ldm.

The conditions of success in farnrng
are quite aa complex as in any other
calling. No lazy, listless man, who
dreads the drudgery ofJihinking and
working, can ever become a successful
farmer. Neither will a mere acquaint-
ance with the ideas and practices of our
best progressive farmers warrant suc-
cess. There must be practical experi
ence on the farm, some degree of prac
tical work, and constant oversight and
attendance by the owner. Many fail-
ures result from the lack of this, espe
cially with men who disdain to' learn
the ways of common every-da- y farmers.
in the assurance that they can do as well
or a great deal better. This is a great
mistake. If anything needs improving,
a first requisite is to understand
thoroughly its methods and manage-
ment. A man who wishes to become a
superior farmer must first learn" how to
be a good common farmer; until this is
learned, it is best at first to attempt no
innovations on the established ways of
the . neighborhood. Undoubtedly im-
provements are possible, but it is better
to let them be- suggested by practical
experience. This may possibly not ac
cord with the ideas ot ; " young Ameri-
can" progress, but it - will, be sure, and
may save a mortiiyiDg failure. Having
become a common farmer, there is more,
hope that one may become a superior
farmer. Thought, economy and work
will usually make success pretty cer
tain. Work is only the fulfilling of the
original decree passed upon. man; try-
ing to avoid it is one cause of hard times
and failure; when we all "work and
economize to the best of our ability, we
shall be a happier and more prosperous
community.- - -

eonnEni topios.
THE NEWS IN BRIEF.

- -
In the elections for Councils-Geuer-

in Spain the Government was' everywhere
successful. ' - -

Fob refusing to pay the latest assess-
ment ."three leading; Peruvians fiave been
sent to Chili.
- The Treasurer of the United States
the other day received $4,000 from "J. B."
or the conscience fund. " - : : ' 1

- Citizens of New York haye recently
contributed $62,000 to erect a pedestal for
the Bartholdl statue of Liberty. - ' -

. . , i

The other day 1,000 applications for
assistance to emigrate were made, to, the
Poor Law Union at Westport, Ireland.

Governor Porter, of Indiana, a
few days ago ordered that a special election
for a successor to the late Congressman Drth
be held January 0th. , . J , .

"
.

' - , i ;

A rubber company in Trenton, New
Jersey, recently- - made for a western grain
elevator a belt C92 feet- - long," a yard wide,
and weighing three tons.

The . Denver & Rio Grande Road had
recently pushed its Utah' extension to the
western line of Colorado, and expected to
reach Salt Lake' by February" 15."

Major E. H. Gratiot, an early set-
tler in the lead-min- e region of Illinois, a
brother or Mrs. Elihu'B. Washburne, died
of apoplexy atPlatteville, "Wisconsin,1 the
other day.,,. .

John R. Buechtei,, o'f Akron, O.,
the other day sold $200,000 stock in the
Buckeye Works, in order to make an addi-
tional gift of $100,000 to Buechtei College, in
that town. .

At Columbus, O.y the Legislative
bribery cases were finally disposed of a few
days since. Representative "Wright was ac-

quitted and a nolle entered in the ease of
Representative Block.

Henrt James, Sr., the philosopher
and metaphysician, an associate of Greeley,
Emerson and Thoieau on this side of the
Atlantic, and of Carlyle, Mill and Tennyson,
on the other, died a few days since.

At a "meeting of the French Geo-
graphical society the other day M. de Les-Be-

promised that the Panama Canal would
be ready to be opened in 1888. Fears that"
the canal would be liable to destruction by
earthquake were unfounded.

The Eugenie wrote to
Romher the other day requesting him to
convey to Marseilles the park and castle
which the court decreed belonged to her.
The says she believes she is
carrying out the wishes of the Emperor.

The United States Supreme Court,
In denying a writ of habeas corpus to Gen-
eral N. M. Curtis, recently held that the
law prohibiting the assessment of Govern-
ment employes by Federal officers, for po-
litical purposes, is clearly constitutional.

The "Western Distillers Association,
it a meeting held in Cincinnati, O., the oth-
er day, aeclded to assess a tax on every
bushel of corn masbed up to forty per cent,
of the capacity to pay for the exporting sur-
plus, and allow a rebate of twenty cents per
bushel for every bushel under forty per
cent, of capacity.

Victor Jouanneault, whose death
at Jacesville, III., was reported, a few days
lince, was a graduate of the University of
France, a tutor in the royal household at
Brussels, a Catholic priest in New Orleans,
and a teacher of Brigham Young's children
at Nauvoo. For the past thirty years he led
the life of a merchant.

It was recently announced by the
Secretary of the Treasury that three months'
interest, due February 1 next, on bonds
embraced in the 119ih call, would be paid
by checks forwarded to the registered own-
ers, the fractions of Interest from that date
to February 10 being paid with the princi-
pal of bonds at the time of redemption.

The preliminary preparations for
rendering the "Weser navigable for sea-goi-

vessels from Bremerhaven to Bremen, Ger-
many, were recently finished. The work
was estimated to cost 30,000,000 marks, and
would probably occupy six years. When
completed it will give an immense impetus
to trade between Bremen and Now York.

One of the severest earthquake shocks
ever felt at Concord, N. H., occurred on the
evening of the 19th. The shock was like a
heavy explosion or of some heavy object
falling. In one building the shock was
sufficient to extinguish the gas. It was al-

so felt st Pittsfield, Great Falls, Manchester
and other places. The shock lasted eight or
ten seconds. '.

J. E. McConnell, assignee in bank-
ruptcy of Blackmore, of Pitts-
burg, ha9 brought suits in ejectment to re-
cover all that ground upon which stand the
United States Capitol building, the White
House, Treasury buildinsr, Navy and
other Governmental buildings, and hundreds
of fine dwellings and business houses, as
well as thousands of acres in Georgetown,
D. C, and Washington County, Pa.

Blackmore was said to be a descen-
dant of the original owner of the property.

In the action of the Government
igainst three packages of distiHed bpirits,
wbieb had been originally properly stamped,
but afterward, when a part had been drawn
off and water added to the packages, siezed
by the Government as not of the proof in-

dicated by the stamp, Judge Brows, at New
York the other day held that the mere addi-
tion of water is not a fraud. The sugges-
tion that the stamp" must correspond with
the proof of the spirit s as that of certifica-
tion is argumentative only and Is not war
ranted by law. .

The other day at Waslungton the
Supreme Court gave a decision in a test case
involving the tiile to certain mining lands in
the City of Lead ville, Col. This was a suit
brought by the St. Louis Smelting and Re-
fining Company against Steel et ai. to recover
possession of a certain tract of mineral land
in Leadvilie claimed by the company under
patent issued to one Thomas Starr on the
29ih of March, 1S79. The Judgment cf the
Circuit Court of Colorado In favor of the St.
Louis company was aJILrmed, with costs.
This opinion Is decisive of twenty-fou- r other
pending cases In Le&dvi'le, la which tha
same Questions axe Involved . .". -- . .

rERSOAL AlfD GESEEAL.
;

A German named August Nasfe,living
near Cresco, Iowa, died a few "days ago from
trichinae, caused by' eating diseased pork.
His wife, three children and a girl stopping
with them were also sick from the same
cause.: .. . ... . V ... :.

The Commissioner of the General
Land Office at Washington, ori the report of
Special Agent" Burke." the other' day can-
celed 100 timber-cultur- e entries and 109 pre-
emption filings made in- Douglas County,
Dakota, by F. Lecoca, as attorney, the same
being fraudulent.

Victor Florence Poixet, the eminen-

t-French designer a&d engraver, died a
few days ago. ' -

James " Lyons; an octogenarian cf
Richmond, Va., who was a member of the
Confederate Congress died the9ther day.

A FE'vy weeks ago the Northern Pa-
cific Road sold a tract of land adjoining Bis-

marck for $50,000. The. purchaser, platted
it, and sold $75,000 worth of lots from it the
other day in less than two hours. .

The 'Norflx CmcagoiRollingl Mills at
South Chicago, one of , thes largest in the
country, which has bean partially closed for
some time, shut up all departments a few
days ago." The reason given is inability to
get coke for use in the furnaces. The pro-
prietors Btatethe mills will probably resume
work early in January. -

S. M. Pike ' & Co., extensive itea
merchants, of New York City, recently
made an' assignment without preferences.
The liabilities are upwards of $100,000;
assets. unknown. 'J. McKinneyVf the firm of
Baker t McKinney made an "assignment.
Liabilities, 597,000; nominal assets, $76,000;
actual assets, $34,000. .. ' ; . v

Two freight trains on the Troy &
Boston Road . collided a .few days since at
Melrose, N. Y.,' wrecking tbeJ engines and
thirty-fiv- e cars. John. . Reardon, - a dis-
charged brakeman, riding to Troy to draw
his pay, was skilled and three other men
were injured.- ' - '..

The City Bank, of Rochester, N. iY.,
which was rated the third strongest in the
city, closed its doors a few mornings ago.1

There is said to be a deficiency amounting
to $500,000. Speculations in stock and oil
by the President, Charles E. Upton, it was
reported, caused the suspension.

The Criminal Court at Inspruch,
Germany, the other day sentenced Baron
Powell Rommingen, cousin to 'the hus-
band jf the Princess ' of ,Hanover, to 6even
years penal servitude on a charge of swin-
dling.
: Michael Flynn, the last of the
three men arrested for tho murder of the
two Huddys at Loiigh Mask, Ireland, was
convicted the other day and sentenced td be
hanged January 17. ' '

A New York lawyer named Sutphan
recently took iuto his employ a young man
named Walter T. Shebley, who represented
himself unmarried. Sutphan gave
deeds to property valued at $140,000 intend-
ing it to be reconveyed, and then it turned
out that Shebley was married, and his wife
claimed, dower m the property. Shebley
disappeared.

Bettie Lindeix and Frederick Peter
son, each aged 17, started the other day
from Lake City, Minn., with Andrew John
son to walk across the lake ice to Stock-
holm. As nothing had since been seen of
them it was believed they broke through
and were drowned.

Lawrence Brosky, a watchman on
the bridge at La Crosse, Wis., while at
tempting to board an engine the other night,
slipped and fell a distance of 223 feet,"
breaking bis neck and crushing his head,
killing him instantly.

The Copeland Hotel and adjoining
block at Pembroke, .Ont., burned the other
morning. Three lives were lost in the fire.
The total loss is estimated at $100,000. . The
hame shop of the Onondaga County, N. Y.,
penitentiary burned on the same morning
and one man perished. '

A band of forty brigands made a sud
den attack upon the town of Abuacatlan
Pueblo, Mex. , the other day, and by a dis-

play of firearms overawed the inhabitants,
who fled terror-stricke- n to their homes.
The brigands siezed and bound the Mayor,
Justice and Aldermen," and carried them
away captives, intending to hold them for a
large ransom.

At Hartwell, Ga., a few; days ago,
two friends, Joe Davis and JBill Kenley, got
very drunk, when Davis drew his pistol and
shot Kenley, killing him instantly. Davis
was Jailed. Both were men of families.

Peter Eppendorf and M. Stager,
two farmers in good circumstances, went
to Dyersvllle, 'Iowa, the other day with a
load of hogs. Meeting in a saloon, they be,-ga-n

drinking together on a wager, and re
mained at it several hours, when they start
ed for home, after taking in an enormous
amount of liquor. Both were too drunk to
know what they were about, but the horses,
with better eenje, went straigt home, on
reaching which JSppendorf was found in the
bottom of bis sleigh, stone dead.

Bontoux, the President, and Federy
the Manager of the collapsed Union Gener
ate, at Paris, France,, were sentenced to
five years Imprisonment and a fine of 3,000
francs a few days ago .;:; i '

Frauds in the factory work of the
Massachusetts State Prison were reported
to have been discovered the other day.

A woman at Lewiston, Me., gave
birth to a monstrosity a few days ago. The
lower portions of the lody were shaped iike
those of a well-form- child, while the
head and upper parts were like the young
of a sea-lio- n. The creature --had --a hairy
head, neck and muzzle. After it was a day
pr two old it barked and spat.
I OvERDANKYth bximot 'inanfifacturer;
was executed at Trieste,-- Austria,' on the
20th. He showed bo concern' whatever and
laughed as be was about to be hanged.

Me3. Jones, of Vincennes, - InL, on
ths way to her son's funeral, was thrown
from the train ar--i killed, a few days ago, :

Fifteen' persons injured by the re-
cent- explosion in a cartridge factory at
Mont Valerian, France, have since died.--

rTE trouble at Singer's Steel-mi- ll at
Pittsburgh, Pa,,: was, settled a few days
since by the inciters accepting a reduction
of$lperton, and their helpers agreeing" to
submit to a reduction of 7 per cent.

Benjamin Greenwood, a diamond-deal- er

of Philadelphia, was arrested a few
days since for conspiring to defraud, when
he made a clean breast of a schemeiy which
he and Rosenberg & Co. were" to buy goods
on credit from fellow-Hebrew- s, dispose of
them, fail, and cerlO per cent. to settle.
They now have liabilities of

In the JJardenburg , mine in' Dort-mund- ,'

Germany, the other day,' the chain
supporting ' a' cage filled with workmen
broke, and they were precipited to the bot-
tom of the shaft, twenty being kfUed-- '

Alfred Clock an jaged and re-
spected citizen of New York, was steered
into a bunko den the other "day and led on
until he had loBt $50 in cash and drawn
sbecks.for $7,000. ' The sharpers then went
.with him in a carriage to the Fifth Avenue
Bank, where, he drew $1,500 in currency,
which was snatched from his hands. The
chief criminal was arrested.. ; -

William C. Moore's' private bank
at Victor, N Y.,- - closed its doors' the other
day, caused ty- the failure tof the" City Bank
'ot Rochester: " Liabilities, SIOOOOO It was
said'fhebank would hardly be able to pay
nfore than ten cents on the dollar. "

An application was inade in. the Com-
mon .Pleas Court at Pittsburgh, Pa., the
other day, which is the first instance of the
kind that ever occurred in this country. The
application of lady, Mrs. P. S. Brecken-ridger- of

Allegheney, for naturalization pa-
pers. :

:
; :': . -

FORTY-SEVEXT- H CONGRESS.

Dec. 16. Consideration' of ': the Civil-servi- ce

bill was resumed In the Senate...... In
the House, the Tost-offlc- e hill was further de-
bated, and the clause in relation to the re-
duction of letter postage was adopted.
- Dec. IS. In the Senate the bill to repeal
discriminating duties on goods produced east
Of the Cape of Good Hope was passed. Sev-
eral amendments were offered to the pending-Civil-Servic-

bill. A number-o- t bills were in-
troduced. - The Indian appropriation biU was
taken up. ' Mr. Dawes, in charge of the bill
piade a brief statement of its provisions. The
estimates for the year, he said, were $6,625,0!i0..
The bill as it came from the House' appropri-
ated $5,2SO,000, and the Senate added $154,200.
The amount appropriated last year ' was
55477,000. , Tue Bankruptcy bill with amend-
ments was reported and recommitted. Out
of respect to the memory of the late Repre-
sentative Orth the Senate adjourned. . lathe House, a resolution to allow rebates in.
case the tobacco tax was -- repealed was re-
ferred. A resolution for adjournment during
the holidays was defeated--yea- s 105, nays 123.
A resolution tmpostnj? a line of fifty dollars on
members for absei.je during the holidays was
adopted. . House then adjourned out of re-
spect for the memory of the late Representa-
tive Orth. i

' Dec. 19. In the Senate a number of new
bills were introduced. Consideration of the
Indian Appropriation bill was resumed and
several amendments were agreed to. The bill
extending the time for the withdrawal of dis-
tillers' spirits from bonded warehouses was
taken up and a number of- amendments
agreed to. . The House resolution for a holi-
day recess was referred. The Civil-Servic-

bill was taken up....... In the nbuseanum- -
ber of bills wer introduced and referred. The
Army Appropriatipn bill was reported. A
resolution for a holiday recess from Dec. 22 to
Jan. 2, was adopted yeas, 127 ; nays, 101. Bills
were introduced and referred. To prevent
Federal office-holder- s Interfering with the
freedom of elections: to prevent .the impor-
tations of adulterated teas; to amend the

y law. The Civil-Servi- bill
was then considered in Committee of the
Whole, , .

-

Dec. 20. Several bills were introduced
and referred, among them one for the admis-
sion of Utah as a' R'aite.' The Consular and
Diplomatic bill was passed, and consideration
of the e oill was resumed and a
lengthy debate ensued. ,In the House the
bill permitting army officers to .hold office in
the territories and the Post-offic- e Appropria-
tion bill were adopted. Fifteen leaves of ab-
sence were granted.

Dec. 21. In the Senate a substitute for
the tobacco rebate resolution was reported.
It proyides that whenever the tax on tobacco,
snuff and cigars shall be reduced a propor-
tionate rebate of the tax paid on stocks on
liahd be allowed. A resolution was offered
and referred for the repeal of the

law. The House resolution for a recess
from Dec. 22 to Jan. 2 was Voted down. The

e bill was laid aside and the
Agricultural bill passed In the House,
a resolution was . reported declaring
that in case the internal revenue laws he so
amended as to abolish the tax on tObac-co- ,

snulf and cisars, or other articles, provision
shall be made for allowing the rebate toxpaid
on the stock on hand at the time Sueh law 'poes into effect, provided such stock is
stamped and in unbroken packages. A mi-
nority resolution opposing a reduction of the
tobacco tax was alwo reported. The Army
bill, which appropriates :!4,000,000, was con-
sidered in Committee. Twenty-fiv- e more
leaves of absence were grated.

LATE NEWS ITEMS.
' In the United States Senate on the

22d the tobacco rebate resolution was adopt-
ed; and consideration of the Civil-Servi-

biff was resumed. In the House a motion
to adjourn 'until Wednesday, Dec. 27, was
carried. A resolution fixing eleven o'clock
as the hour for the session of the House was
adopted.., Twenty --eight more leaves of ab-

sence were granted, making a total of 131.

There were 197 business failures in
the United States during the seven days
ended on the 22d, against 208 for the previ-
ous seven days. '

Bassett's paper-bo- x factory at Bir-

mingham, Conn., burned a few days ago.
Loss, $100,000.,

Lewis Thompson, a mulatto, eighty-on- e

years of age, the first man ever cpm-mitt-

to Sing Sing Prison, was sent back
for six months for stealing a door-ma- t in
New York the other day. Over forty years
cf his life have been passed behind grated
windows. - '..,!'..". ..

Forefathers' Dat (December, 22)
is .a general holiday at Plymouth, Mass.,and
was ushered in by a display of flags, salutes
and ringing of bells. ; ; .

: ; The-- United States survey steamer
Banger broke down her machinery off Mex-
ico, the other day, and laid up for repairs.

The , Commercial Advertiser's new
block at Buffalo, N. Y., was destroyed by
fire a few days eince; Joss $250,000.
" At Hoagland Station, ten miles south.,
of Fort Wayne, Ind.1, the other day; the
eldest son'iof Dr. A. Deirbiss was gored to
death by a cow. ' ' '

,
'

The heirs of Benjamin' S. Botch, of
Milton, Mass., who had figured ' upon re-

ceiving $290,000,, were agreeably, surprised
recently by the discovery that the estate In-

ventoried oyer' $3,000,000.- - - V'.r"
The death of Eear-Admir- al James

Fr Schenck was announced; at Dayton, O.,
the other day. He was a brother of Gen--

C. Schenck. . -
'

Goldsmith's Hall, in Philadelphia,
Pal, worth $100,000, was burned the other

" ' 'evening.
Trenor W. Park, a native . of Ver-

mont, well known throughout ' the United
States as a brilliant financier;' died on a
steamship bound for Aspinwall a few days
ago.. ; , He was President ot, the Panama
Bailroad Company.

Ioktt infantry at Tampico, Mex:,
mutinied the other day, and after a deeper- -'

ate fight with the guards escaped. ; Captain
Burgess was killed and a Lieutenant and
several soldiers were wounded.
:" Henrt Bcrman, aged 101 and a sol
dier under Blucher, died at Greenfield, Ind.,
a few nights ago, :

APAB5EN ger train was stopped by
brigands near Naples, Italy, a few days ago.

KANSAS STATE NEWS.
Eanuu RjUlroad Agitation.

The committee appointed at the 'Abi-
lene Convention met at Junction City a few
mornings ago and prepared the following
address: , ' :

"Knowing that there exists in the minds- - ot
the people of this State a standing desire to
check by reasonable and just legislation thegrowing tendency of railroad manaarers to
evade their btisrations to the public as com-
mon carriers and to assume powers that are
detrimental to tho business interests of the
commonwealth, and believing that many in-
dividual instances of oppressive and unjust
discrimination in rates or freight and pas-
senger fare h ave been practiced, by th
roads aerainst particular locaUties, "towns
and persons, and in obedience to the
resolutions adopted by the Abilene Conven-
tion of the 14th inst., at the appointment of
this sub committee, we respectfully call upon
the people of the whole State to aid the com-
mittee of nineteen "In securing- specific in-
formation concerning the discriminations and
extortion complained of. As an adjourned
meeting of those members ot the next House
of Representatives and Senate who favor rail-
road regulation will be held at Topeka, Jau-nary-

we earnestly urge all farmers, ship-
pers, mechanics and other persons who haveknowledge of the alleged outrages to report
at once to the members of the committee, in
order that reliable information may be had
by the convention and the Legislature. Com-
munications should be addressed to either of
the folio wiug named members of the commit-
tee of nineteen: E. J. Turner, Xeo Horzifr. A.
R. Greene, Geo. S. Greene, b Charlesworth,
S. L. Ryan, Wyat W. Walton, M. h Knappen-berpe- r,

D. Reeves, J. W. Ware, Uuttertield. E.
F. Wsre, J. S. Waters, P. P. Elder, J. R. Cran-ce-

C. R. Mitchel, W. O. Sweezey, F. W. Rush,
C. li. Hoffman, and John Russell.

Respectfully,
.. . . ' Wm W. WALTON,

. r C. B. HOFFMAX,
- Geo. S. Grervb. -

Winter Wheat Looking Well.
A report has been published that cold

weather has unfavorably affected the winter
wheat crop of the State.' Inquiry at the
office of the State Board of Agriculture at
.Topeka recently fails to elicit any confirinai
tion, while the Land Department of the A.,
T. & S. JF. Railway was in receipt of tele-
grams on'the subject from upward of twen-
ty points in Southern, . Central and South-
western Kansas, only one of which reported
any damage. The single exception was a"

county whose wheat- - product is insig-
nificant. Such of the counties as return an
aereaga ' materially affecting the general
average are said to have wheat fields that
never looked better at this time of year..
The winter has been open, and there has
been no frost to speak of. .The replies to
Col. Johnson's questions also showed that
in the more easterly counties the early sown
wheat was in the best condition, owing no
doubt to the favorable state of the ground
at the time cf seeding. Further west the
late plant was the more thrifty, the earlier
seed having boen scattered or in some cases
picked up by birds. But everywhere the
prospects were held to be bright and, as
former reports have indicated, that the acre-
age is as large aa last year, it is safe to pre-

dict, other circumstances being favorable,
another great wheat crop next year. There
is said to be considerable increase in the
acreage sown to rye.

' The Quantrell Raid Claims.
A number of the citizens of Lawrence

are endeavoring to have the coming Legis-
lature take some action regarding the Quan-
trell Raid claims. The following letter from
Senator Plumb to F. W". Reed explains
itself:

My Dear Sir: I arh in receipt of your favot
of the 3d. . Will proceed at once to look the
ground over about those Quantrell Raid
claims. Meanwhile, I repeat the sugjarestion
that I made at Lawrence last fall, to the ef-

fect that when the Legislature meets, it should
pass a strong resolution commending them to
the f vor or Congress and requestmg that
they be paid. Please send me a copy of the
report of the commission which passed upon
and allowed them. I will see what the Cham-bersbur- g

prec edent is and avail myself of it
as far as possible. Without now committing
myself to details, my belief is that the Gov-
ernment can bo indnoed to pay the claims.

Truly yours,
P. B. Plumb.

Mr. Reed intends calling a meeting of all
those who suffered a loss by the-rai- at the
Court-hous- e when Senator Plumb returns
from Washington, D. C. .

Miscellaneous Items.
From the third report "relat-

ing to the management of the Wyandotte
Blind Asylum, recently made, it appeared
that the additional buildngs provided for by
the Legislature were completed, and that the
institution was in a flourishing condition.
The average number of pupils in attendance
In 1881 was fifty-tw- the average number
this j'ear, fifty-thre- e. . During the past year
there; has been admitted seventeen new
pupils.

Last : year the Lawrence Canning
Company produced about 200,000 cans of
vegetables, fruit, etc. ; this year it is said
they have put up nearly 600,009 cans of ap-

ples, corn and tomatoes, and next year they
expect to more than double their business
of the past season.

" .The City of Lawrence, it is said, is in
a more prosperous condition at the present
time than ever before in her history. The,
bonded indebtedness is less and at a lower
rate of interest than formerly. Sever
manufacturing e&tabilshments are about
being erected, among which is the Amber
Cane Sugar Company.with a capital of $500,-00-0,

twenty per cent, of which is paid lip.
The new Santa Fe depot will be, when com-

pleted, the finest budding used for railroad
purposes fn the State."

The Wichita Land Office for the
Wichita Land District the other day

18,940 acres of public land yet vacant
in the counties of Sedgwick, Reno and Har
vey, These lands were subject to home-
stead entry. Of the Osage. Trust Lands
617,580 acres were still sublect tof" pre-em- p-

tion at 81.25 per acre. Fourteen thousand
'one hundred and eighty acres of Cherokee
Strip Lands were sold at private sale.

The other morning the little child of
Mrs:' Harper, living in Wyandotte, acci-

dentally fell against a red-sho- t stove, both its
hands coming in contact . with the .heated
iron, burning them fearfully, so much so,
that the entire palms' of both hands were
one ' mass of raw flesh.,' Dr: Gentry was
called and dressed the wounds, but it was a
question whether the chiid would recover
tha use of both it a hands, such-wa- s the se-

verity of the accident. ; .j
Junction City has 4,000 population . "

A young daughter of Frank Randall,
near Hobart, fell into a well thirty-tw- o feet
deep the other day.. A bucket was lowered
Into-whic- she climed. While being hoisted
out, and when two-third- s of the way up,
she fell down agaio.' The bucket went down
a second time, and she. climbed Into It and
was brought safely -- out. Her Bkull was
broken, however, in two places, and she
sustained other injuries - which were con- -

sidered fatal. '
.

' .'

"Increased acreage- - in . winter wheat,
with the croD la fine condition is reported

'throughout the State. '

... POLITICAL ASSESSMENTS.

Decision by the United States Supreme;
Court in the Case of N. M Curtis Th
Law Declared to be Constitutional, and
a Writ of Habeas Corpus Denied ng

Opinion of Justice Bradley.
Washington, December IS.

A decision was rendered by the Supremo
Court of the United States y In tho

case of Newton Martin Curtis,
brought here by a petition far a writ of habeas
corpus. Curtis, the petitioner, an employe of
the United States, was indicted In the Circuit
Court for the Southern District of New Yorlc
and convicted under the sixth section of tha
aot of August 15, 1876, prohibiting: officers or
employes of the United States not appointed
by tho President with the advico and consent
of the Senate from requesting-- giving to, or
receiving from any other officer or employe of
the Government any money, or property, or
other thing of value for political purposes.
Upon his conviction he was sentenced to pay a
fine and stand committed until payment was
made. . Under this sentence ho was taken into
the custody of the Marshal, and on his applica
tion a writ was Issued by one of the Justices
of this court in vacation, returnable here at
the present term, to inquire into the validity
of his detention.

The important question presented on the
writ so issued is whether the act under which
the conviction : was : had is constitutional.
The opinion of the - court waa read
by Chief-Justi- Walte. It holds', tho
act is not one to , prohib:t air con- -
tributions of money or property by de-
signated officers and employes of tha United
States forpolitical purposes. Neither does it
prohibit them altogether from, receiving or
soliciting money or property for euch pur--.

poses. It simply forbids their receiving from
or giving, to each other. Beyond this no re-
strictions are plaoed on any of their political
privileges. The evident purpose of Congress
In all this class of enactments has been to pro
mote efficiency and integrity in .the .discharge
of official duties and to maintaiu proper dls--
oipline in the public service. Clearly such pur
pose 4s within the just scope of the legislative
power, and it is not easy to see why tho act
now under consideration does not come fairly .

within .the legitimate means to such end. .'

Managers" of political campaigns Tiot in tfc?
employ of the United States are;' just as frf a ;

cow to call on those in office for money, to be-- ,

used for political purposes as ever they were, '

and tnose in omce can contribute as uoeraiiy
as they please, provided their payments are
not made to any of the prohibited officers or
employes.

A feeling of independence under law con
duces to faithful public service, and nothing
tends more to take away this feelinjr ' than
dread of dismissal. If contributions from
those in public employment may be solicited
by others in official authority it is easy to soo
that what begins as a request may end as a de
mand, and that a failure to meet such demand
may be treated by those having the power
of removal as a breach of some supposed
duty growing out of the political relations of
parties. Contributions secured under such
circumstances will quite as likely be mado to
avoid consequences of personal diBpleasuro

f a superior as to promote the political views
of a contributor to avoid fro--

Service more than to exercise political privi
leges. The law contemplates no restrictions
upon either giving or receiving, except so far
as it may be necessary to protect in some

those in the publioservice against ex
actions through fear of personal loss.

If there were no other reasons for legisla
tion of this character than such as relate to
the protection of those in the public servico
against unjust exactions its constitutionality
would in our opinion be cleared, but tber
are others to our minds equally good. If
persons in the public employ may be called
On by those In authority to contribute from
their personal Income to the expenses of po
litical campaigns, and a refusal m:iy lead to
putting good men out of office, liberal ts

may be made the ground for keeping
poor ones In. So, too, if part of the compen-
sation received for public services must bo
contributed for political purposes, it is easy
to see that an increase of compensation may
be required to provide the means to make con-
tributions, and that in this way the Govern
ment itself may be made to furnish indirect-
ly the money to defray tho exponst--s of keep
ing the po'iiiical party in'power that happens
to nave tor tne nine being control or tno pui
lie patronage.

Political parties must always n"cessarily ex
ist under a republican form of government.
and when public employment dc ponds to any
considerable extent on party success those in
office will naturally be desirous of keeping tho
party to which they belong in power. The
statute we are now considering does not inter-
fere with this. Tho apparent end of Congress
will be accomplished if it prevents those in
power from requiring help for euch purposes
i S a condition to continued employment, la
our opinion the statute under wbii-- the peti-
tioner was convicted is constitutional. Tho
other objections urfrod to the detention cannot
bo considered in this form of prof eedlng. Our '

Inquiries in this class of cases are limited to
such objections us relate to the authority of
the Circuit Court to render judgment by which
the prisoner is held. We have no general
power to review judgments of inferior courts
of the United States in criminal casos by the
use of the writ of hab?as corpus or otherwise.
Our jurisdiction is limited to the single ques-
tion of the power of the court to commit the
prisoner for the act of whic-- he has been con-
victed. We think commitment in this case
was lawful, and the petitioner is consequently
remanded to the custo ly of the Marshal for
the Southern District of Xfw York.

Justice Ilradley read a dissenting opinion. Ir
which he took tho ground that Congress had
no constitutional power to enact a law forbid-
ding an employe of the Government to associ-
ate himself with others for the promotion of
the political opinions which he entertained, or
to make such disposition of h s private meaos
as he Fhould think fit. Justice Bradiey said
be did not approve of enforced political as-
sessments, but he thought Congress in enact-
ing the present law to prevent such assess-
ments had deprived the individual citizen of
one of fatB Inalienable lights, and in so doimr
had overstepped the limits of its constitution-
al authority. . r

A Man Sells His Wife for $500.
Intelligence roaches here that the people of

Btokes County, in this Stats, are very much
excited over the discovery of ihe 'actual salo
by one man of his wife to another, Alfred
Jenkins, the owner of a farm in that section, a
few days since sold his wife to Noah M. Glide-wel-l,

a neighboring farmer, for $500. He then
sold bis little farm and moved away leaving1
Glidewell in quiet possession of th

d wife. The transfer of
the wife from J one man to another
was- done- aa though the men had
simply swapped horses. The original owner
and! Glidewell were neighbors. Jenkins in
conversation said ; he wanted to move away,
and was not able to take his wife.. Glidewell
sa d he was himself tired of living without a
wife, and was willing to buy her if Jenkins
would be wiUing to sell her. The latter named
$500, and after further conversation the trans-
fer was agreed upon. Mrs. Jenkins was con-
sulted, and cheerfully agreed to the sale. Sho
at once took up her effects and went to Glide-well- 'a

honse, where she la now living, and
Bsems perfectly contented with her new bus-ban- d

and home. Wv.ixton N. O) Special to Chi-
cago 2'rliune. , .

A JEiAT-rcs- n or oyster bog, three feet long
and two feet wide, was hooked at Tarry town,
N. Y., by Sherwood Minnerly, i a veteran
fisherman. This fish had swallowed .whole
five sturgeons and a bass. Oae of the former
was two feet long.

The Captain-Gener- al of the Philippine
Islands "reports that, after a recast sever
harricane, the cholera, which was of a bad
type, nearly disappeared from Manila.

VrKnri. has completed a $3,000,000 city talld-ia- g

and Philadelphia la working on one which,
she dares hope will est cott, over J13,OG6t00(X.


